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It is eighteen months since this Directory was first published in hard copy in May 2004 by
the Leveson Centre in collaboration with MHA Care Group. We hoped that it would be an
important step towards challenging many of the prevalent attitudes both in society and
church about age and ageing and that churches both nationally and locally might begin to
value and affirm the many good things that are happening amongst older people across the
country and to see older people as an enormous spiritual, political and human resource for
mission and ministry.  

The research for this publication was carried out by the Leveson Centre consultant Alison
Johnson between November 2003 and May 2004.  We are now publishing this second edition
which is available for downloading on both the Leveson Centre website
(www.levesoncentre.org.uk) and the MHA website  (www.mha.org.uk).  We have not had the
resources to check all the entries for the second edition but changes of which we are aware
have been made for the downloadable copies and for owners of the first edition, new pages
and a full list of minor amendments are available on the web or from the addresses overleaf.

The Directory aims to prevent unnecessary duplication by ensuring that people engaged in
similar work are aware of each other’s involvement and can share experiences together.  It is
in four sections: 

Section 1 National church-related organisations which are carrying out continuing work. 
(GREEN)

Section 2 Local organisations or projects in individual churches which are either 
innovative or seen by local people as important enough to employ a paid worker.

. (BLUE)

Section 3 Diocesan and similar church bodies with a particular interest in ageing issues. 
(YELLOW)

Section 4 Individuals working in this area but not specifically mentioned in the entry for 
any organisation included in the earlier sections. 
(RED)

The Appendix lists some secular bodies identified during the research which are carrying out work
of relevance to the spiritual needs of older people. (WHITE)

It is our hope that this directory will be one small step towards actualising our vision for changing
the way older people are conceptualised and responded to in all of our churches today. 

The Revd Dr James Woodward 
Director, Leveson Centre for the Study of Ageing, Spirituality and Social Policy



Disclaimer

In compiling the Directory we contacted the national headquarters of the major Christian
denominations and trawled as widely as possible for examples of church-related work with
older people. We are however very aware that there is no possibility of being comprehensive,
nor of including work carried out by other faith groups and there will be many omissions
which we hope users of this Directory will rectify by notifying us of work with which they 
are familiar.

Please send amendments/alterations/additions to Alison Johnson at the Leveson Centre.

Hard copies of this Directory are available price £7.50 (in plastic wallet) or £15.00 (in A4
binder). Orders including a cheque payable to The Foundation of Lady Katherine Leveson
should be sent to Temple House, Fen End Road, Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull B93 0AN.
Copies can also be ordered on line using a credit card on the Leveson Centre website
www.levesoncentre.org.uk or bought in person from the Leveson Centre for only £6.00.
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•  Ascent Movement

•  Baptist Union

•  Burrswood - A Christian Hospital and 
• Place of Healing

•  Carers Christian Fellowship

•  Caritas - social action

•  Christian Care Association

•  Christian Council on Ageing

•  Christian Council on Ageing 
• Dementia Group

•  Church Action on Disability

•  Church and Blindness

•  Church Army

•  Conference of Religious Healthcare 
• Services (CHS)

•  Faithworks 

•  Forty Three (40:3) Trust

•  Friends Spirituality and Ageing Project

•  Grandparents Network

•  Leveson Centre for the Study of Ageing, 
• Spirituality and Social Policy

•  Living Spirituality Network

•  Methodist Church - Public Life and 
• Social Justice

•  MHA Care Group - Department of 
• Chaplaincy and Spirituality

•  MHA Care Group - 
• Live at Home Schemes

•  MHA Care Group - Sir Halley Stewart 
• Age Awareness Project

•  National Spirituality and 
• Mental Health Forum

•  Outlook Trust

•  Salvation Army - Elderly Services Office

•  Simeon Trust

•  United Reformed Church - 
• Church and Society

•  VOX (Valuing Older eXperience)

Contents

Section 1

• National church-related organisations which are carrying out continuing work.



•  Abingdon - 
• MOP (Ministry with Older People)

•  Bedford - St Marks and Putnoe Heights 

•  Birmingham - Cotteridge Church

•  Eastbourne - Parche

•  Edinburgh - Mornngside United Church

•  Edinburgh - 
• St Cuthberts Episcopal Church

•  Faringdon - Older Persons Champions

•  Farnborough - 
• St Peter’s Holiday at Home 

•  Kirriemuir - The Glens and Kirriemuir 
• Old Parish Church

•  Leeds - 
• Caribbean Meals on Wheels service

•  Leeds - Faith in Elderly People, Leeds

•  Lincoln - The Order of St John Trust

•  Liverpool Knowsley - 
• Cornerstone Care Ltd 

•  London Bromley - CarePlus

•  London Cheam - 
• New Horizons Joint Project 

•  London Chelsea - Methodist Church 

•  London East Barnet - 
• Friend in Need Community Centre

•  London Munster Square - 
• Third Age Project, The Crypt Centre

•  London Purley - Christ Church

•  London Streatham - 
• Baptist Friendly Club

•  London Sutton - The Candlelight Group

•  London Twickenham - 
• St Stephen’s Church

•  London Walthamstow - 
• Wood Street Drop In Centre 

•  Loughborough - MINTOE 
• (Ministry to the Elderly)

•  Malmesbury Abbey - 
• May Moore Chaplaincy

•  Medway  Valley - Abbeyfield Society

•  Morecambe - CHIPS 
• (Christian Help in Partnership)

•  Newcastle upon Tyne - 
• Simeon and Anna

•  Nuneaton - Pastoral Care Project

•  Sheffield - Churches Together in 
• Broomhill and Broomhall 

•  Sheffield Churches Council 
• for Community Care 

•  Sudbury - 
• Holiday at Home and Meeting Plus

•  Whetstone, Leicestershire - 
• Holiday at Home

•  Winchester - St John’s

•  Wolverhampton - 
• Bilston Senior Citizens Link

Section 2

• Local organisations or projects in individual churches which are either innovative or 
• seen by local people as important enough to employ a paid worker.



Section 3

Diocesan and similar church bodies with a
particular interest in ageing issues

•  Birmingham URC District 

•  Canterbury and Rochester Diocesan 
• Church in Society

•  Chichester Diocese

•  Guildford Diocese 

•  Hereford Diocese

•  Lancaster URC District

•  Leicester Diocese

•  Lincoln Diocese

•  Liverpool Diocese 

•  London Diocese - Psalm

•  Oxford Diocese 

•  Sheffield Diocese

•  Winchester Diocese 

Section 4

Individuals working in this area but not
specifically mentioned in the entry for 
any organisation included in the 
earlier sections. 

•  Burton Jones, Julia

•  Butler, Canon Michael

•  Coleman, Professor Peter

•  Creber, Revd Arthur

•  De Carteret, Dr Althea

•  Eldred, Dr Janet

•  Goldsmith, Revd Malcolm

•  Goodall, Revd Margaret

•  Hammond, Gaynor

•  Hawley, Revd Graham

•  Howse, Kenneth

•  Jewell, Revd Albert

•  Lowis, Dr Mike

•  Merchant, Revd Rob

•  Mitchell, Bill

•  Moffitt,  Laraine

•  Mowat, Dr Harriet

•  Torrington, Dr Judith

•  Walker, Joanna

•  Wallace, Dr Daphne



Appendix

• Secular bodies identified during the research which are carrying out work of 
• relevance to the spiritual needs of older people.

•  Age Concern Scotland - Spiritual Care Working Group

•  Centre for the Study of Spirituality and Health

•  Counsel and Care

•  Dementia Voice, Bristol 

•  First Taste, Derbyshire

•  Help the Aged - Church Friends Network

•  National Association for Providers of Activities 

•  National Institute of Adult Continuing Education

•  Spirited Scotland

•  Spirituality and Dementia Special Interest Group
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Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Ascent Movement

1

National based in Blackpool

Ascent is a Catholic voluntary international 
movement for those in their middle and later years
who, through spirituality, friendship and mission
follow the encouragement of Pope John Paul II '...to
present a completely humane and Christian vision
of life, showing forth the wisdom of experience and
creating a bond between different generations'.
Open to other denominations, local Ascent groups
meet regularly, have the opportunity to attend
outings, retreats and study days. An Ascent journal
is published twice yearly.

Sister Margaret Brown

10 Argyll Road, Blackpool, Lancs FY2 9UE

www.ascentmovement.com

Working with Older People                                     Section 1 - A



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Baptist Union

1

National based in Didcot

The Baptist Union headquarters holds a list of all
the work with older people being carried out in
local churches, together with a list of 384 churches
who have recently been involved in evangelistic
work with retired people and a list of churches
involved with retirement preparation, maintenance
programmes and adult education classes for older
people. Contact Rachel Waters for further 
information.

Rachel Waters (Research Assistant)

Baptist House, PO Box 44, 
129 Broadway, Didcot, Oxon OX11 8RT
01235 517713
01235 517715
rwaters@baptist.org.uk
www.baptist.org.uk
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Burrswood - A Christian Hospital and Place of Healing

1

Tunbridge Wells, Kent

Burrswood is both a hospital and a place of 
healing. It is a place where medicine (including
counselling and physiotherapy) and Christian 
ministry are harnessed together. It accepts patients
with a range of non-acute conditions for short
stays (usually two weeks). The focus is on the 
healing of the whole person. There is also a guest
house for those not requiring medical or nursing
input.

Admissions Department

Burrswood, Groombridge, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
TN3 9PY
01892 863637
01892 863623
admin@burrswood.org.uk
www.burrswood.org.uk
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Carers Christian Fellowship

1

National based in Swindon

The purpose of the Carers Christian Fellowship is to
provide support and encouragement for all
Christians who care for loved ones at home. This is
mainly through the quarterly newsletter which
contains articles, prayers, poems, tips and 
information. They also arrange quiet days, local
groups and provide a link to other members from
those who request this.

Sue Jones (National Co-ordinator)

14 Cavie Close, Nine Elms, 
Swindon, Wilts SN5 5XD
01793 887068

sjones.ccf@ntlworld.com
www.carerschristianfellowship.org.uk
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Caritas - social action

1

National based in London

Caritas is an agency of the Bishops' Conference
with responsibility for carrying out the social
mission of the Catholic Church in England and
Wales. They welcome involvement from both those
working in Catholic organisations and individuals
involved in providing adult services and promoting
the rights of marginalised adults. The key issues in
which members share an interest are the care of
older people, mental health and physical and
learning disabilities. 

Sarah Lindsell  

39 Eccleston Square, 
London SW1V 1BX
020 7901 4834
020 7901 4874
sarah.lindsell@cbcew.org.uk
www.caritas-socialaction.org.uk
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Christian Care Association

1

National based in Nottingham

The Association seeks to provide opportunities for
providers of Christian residential care to share
experiences and expertise and act together to
promote high quality whole person care based on
Christian values. The Association meets  twice
yearly and works through working parties on
recruitment and retention of Christian staff,
research, definition and training in spiritual care
and sharing of financial information. It has recently
published 'Spiritual Care: a guide for care homes'.
A recent initiative is to set up a recruitment service
specifically for Christians in partnership with
Christian Vocations. The recruitment referral service
operates a website (www.ukchristiancare.org.uk)
and a telephone hotline (0870 745 4826) for
further information.

Sheila Walker (Administrator)

c/o 4 Victoria Road, Bunny, 
Nottingham NG11 6QF
0115 940 5648
0115 921 3783
sheilawalker@fish.co.uk
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Christian Council on Ageing

1

National with accommodation address in Derby

CCOA is a national ecumenical organisation which
focuses on the spiritual needs and development of
older people encouraging continued personal
development in later years. CCOA takes a positive
view of older people as a valuable resource in the
churches and in the community. This belief
underlies its specific aims of raising awareness that
older people can continue to develop personally
and spiritually; assisting older people in this task by
providing resources and support; promoting
examples of good practice; seeking to offer a
Christian insight to other agencies concerned with
ageing; encouraging and assisting the Christian
churches to develop improved pastoral care of their
older members.  It produces a number of
publications (available from CCOA Publications c/o
Epworth House, Stuart Street, Derby DE1 2EQ) and
a quarterly journal 'Plus'.
Christine Hodgson (Administrative Secretary)

6 The Ridgeway, Market Harborough, Leicestershire
LE16 7HQ
01858 432771

christian_council@btinternet.com
http://freespace.virgin.net/mike.lowis/CCOA
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Christian Council on Ageing Dementia Group

1

National based in Derbyshire

The Christian Council on Ageing Dementia Group is
a permanent multi-disciplinary ecumenical group
whose members include many experienced
professionals. Founded in 1990, it has developed a
network of those concerned with the spiritual
needs of people with dementia through a
newsletter published twice a year with a
circulation of over 350. It publishes a variety of
resources and set up two projects in Newcastle
upon Tyne to support those with dementia, their
families, carers and professionals who work 
with them.

Alison M Johnson (Secretary)

33 The Plain, Brailsford, Ashbourne, 
Derbyshire DE6 3BZ
01335 360591

http://rps.gn.apc.org/leveson/resources/study-ccoa.htm 
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Church Action on Disability

1

National with an office in Birmingham

CHAD is a national ecumenical organisation
addressing attitudes in the mainstream Christian
churches to all forms of disability. It aims to
improve access and change attitudes in the
churches to people with impairments. It publishes
information, study material and a quarterly journal.

Sean O'Donnell

PO Box 10918, 
Birmingham B14 7YD
0870 243 0678
0121 441 5599
coordinator@chaduk.org
www.chaduk.org
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Church and Blindness

1

National based in Sherborne

The Church and Blindness is an ecumenical
organisation founded in 1992 to provide advice and
support to churches of all denominations to
improve their facilities for visually impaired people,
many of whom are older people.  It campaigns for
large print (20pt) provision of hymn and service
books, marking of internal and external steps and
many other simple and inexpensive measures. It
advises on compliance with the Disability
Discrimination Act (to be implemented by October
2004) and responds to requests for audio
recordings that are not available from Talking
Books etc. Its very informative website is text-hear
friendly and is in five languages with a choice of
four font sizes and three background colours.

Mrs Rosemary Curtis (Fieldworker/Administrator)

The Church and Blindness, 
Charlton Horethorne, Sherborne DT9 4NX
01963 220512
01963 220512
vip@church4blind.org.uk
www.church4blind.org.uk
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Church Army

1

National with office in Sheffield

An important part of Church Army's work is with
older people in mission and evangelism and many
of its officers have a special ministry with older
people.  Its Focus Group for older people has
produced a Training Manual  'Older People and
Evangelism'. Michael Collyer is a full-time member
of the Sheffield Research Unit with the title
Researcher: Older People - Exploring evangelism,
spiritual needs and fresh expressions of church
among older people. He produces an Information
Bulletin and an ongoing series - Discovering Faith
in Later Life.

Captain Michael Collyer (Researcher: Older People)

43 Stoneacre Avenue, Sheffield S12 4NT

0114 248 4909 

m.collyer@churcharmy.org.uk
www.churcharmy.org.uk
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Conference of Religious Healthcare Services (CHS)

1

National based in London

The Conference of Religious in England and Wales
(COR) is an organisation providing support and
assistance to leaders of Roman Catholic and
Anglican religious orders. CHS is a new
development within COR providing healthcare
information and resources. It facilitates
collaborative initiatives among religious orders in
caring for those marginalised by age, frailty and
illness. It aims to promote the Gospel vision of
respect and care for all in the protection of
vulnerable adults. Training is offered to those
working with religious communities to provide
holistic care for elderly sick religious. CHS also
offers proactive health awareness and promotion
planned specifically for religious of all ages.

Sr Marianne Donnelly SSJA

Conference of Religious, PO Box 37602, 
The Ridgeway, London NW7 4XG
020 8201 1870
020 8201 1988
chs.cor@btconnect.com
www.corew.org
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Faithworks

1

National based in London

Faithworks exists to empower and inspire individual
Christians and every local church to develop their
role at the hub of their community through the
provision of resources and services to support
churches and other faith-based organisations as
they engage in projects in their local communities.
They also seek to challenge and change the public
perception of the church by ensuring that such
projects are accurately represented in the media.
Whilst not age specific, clearly they are a resource
for those working with older people.

Revd Malcolm Duncan 

115 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London SE1 0AX
020 7450 9089
020 7450 9060 
malcolm.duncan@faithworks.info
www.faithworks.info
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Forty Three Trust (40:3)

1

National based in Coventry

Although the main purpose of the Trust, which was
founded in 1986, is broad 'that many will put their
trust in the Lord', recent work has particularly
focused on older people with the publication of a
book by its director Ian Knox entitled 'Older People
and the Churches'.

Canon Ian Knox

The 40:3 Trust, PO Box 403, 
Coventry CV3 6SW
024 7650 4792

fortythreetrust@xalt.co.uk
www.fortythreetrust.com
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Friends Spirituality and Ageing Project

1

National based in Northampton

This Quaker project on Spirituality and Ageing
aimed to produce a model of good practice for
listening to Friends who can no longer get to a
Meeting for worship so that their needs can be
met. The resulting booklet has recently been
published with the title 'This is who I am: listening
with older Friends' (Volume 9 Eldership and
Oversight Handbook. Quaker Books £4 ISBN
0852453515) The Committee on Eldership and
Oversight continues to work on issues connected
with older people such as housing, health and care
home provision.

Susan Sawtell

146 Ardington Road, 
Northampton NN1 5LT
01604 633918
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Grandparents Network

1

National based in Cardiff

This is a new network set up by a Cardiff minister
and evangelist with the Elim Pentecostal Church,
Kevin Tugwell, to pray, support, inform, advise,
encourage and outreach grandparents. It has
produced three newsletters and is run entirely by
volunteers. The network has grown very fast and
interest in funding is being shown by local and
regional government. Groups are being started in
local churches across all denominations.

Revd Kevin Tugwell

55 Fidlas Avenue, 
Cardiff CF14 0NZ
029 2075 7312

grandparentsnet@aol.com
www.grandparentsnetwork.com
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Leveson Centre for the Study of Ageing,
Spirituality and Social Policy

1

National based at Temple Balsall, Solihull

The Leveson Centre, part of The Foundation of Lady
Katherine Leveson, is inspired by the belief that
older people should be valued and cherished
members of society who can inform and enrich the
lives of others, rather than be seen as passive
recipients of care. The Centre is open to people of
all creeds and cultures. It aims to be a local and
national focus for practical education, training,
research and reflection on the role of older people
in the 21st century.  The Centre runs seminars,
publishes occasional papers and a Newsletter three
times a year and has a small resource centre.

Revd Dr James Woodward/Mrs Alison M Johnson

Leveson Centre, Temple House, Fen End Road,
Temple Balsall, Knowle, Solihull B93 0AN
01564 778022
01564 778432
leveson.centre@virgin.net
www.levesoncentre.org.uk
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Living Spirituality Network

1

National based at Milton Keynes

Formed in 2000 by a merger of the Fellowship for
Prayer for Unity and the Ecumenical Spirituality
Project, the Living Spirituality Network is
committed to exploring ecumenical spirituality.
Amongst its aims are to celebrate the variety of
experiences of Christian spirituality and to explore
what is meant by an integrated spirituality in the
21st century.

Eley McAinsh 

LSN, The Well at Willen, Newport Road, 
Willen, Milton Keynes MK15 9AA
01908 200675

spirituality@ctbi.org.uk
www.ctbi.org/lsn
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Methodist Church - Public Life and Social Justice

1

National, based in London

For information about Methodist Church work with
older people, contact Anthea Cox (details below).

Anthea Cox (Co-ordinating Secretary)

Public Life and Social Justice, 
25 Marylebone Road, London NW1 5JR
020 7467 5134
020 7467 5228
coxa@methodistchurch.org.uk
www.methodistchurch.org.uk
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MHA Care Group - 
Department of Chaplaincy and Spirituality
1
National based in Derby

MHA Care Group, a major voluntary provider of
housing and care services for over 6,500 older
people, ran the Centre for the Spirituality of Ageing
at St Monica's, Hinsley Hall, Leeds from 2000-2003
to provide resources and training in the area of
spirituality and ageing for ministers, pastoral
workers, volunteers and family members. The work
is now integrated into the Chaplaincy and
Spirituality Department of MHA. Their Director of
Chaplaincy and Spirituality, Revd Dr Keith Albans, 
is based at their national office in Derby and is
responsible for the pastoral care of staff, residents
and their relatives.  MHA aims to provide care
which considers the needs of the whole person and
endeavours to help older people improve their
quality of life. It offers support and stimulation to
enhance physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual
and social potential.  

Revd Dr Keith Albans
MHA Care Group, Epworth House, 
Stuart Street, Derby DE1 2EQ
01332 296200
01332 296925
keith.albans@mha.org.uk
www.mha.org.uk
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MHA Care Group - Live at Home Schemes

1

National based in Derby

Methodist Homes Live at Home schemes support
nearly 5,500 people across the UK. They aim to
provide comunity support for older people living in
their own homes. As well as one-to-one
befriending, projects also offer a wide range of
social activities and support services. For details of
over 50 local schemes look on the website or
contact MHA Care Group Head Office.

Live at Home

MHA Care Group, Epworth House, Stuart Street,
Derby DE1 2EQ
01332 296200
01332 296925
enquiries@mha.org.uk
www.mha.org.uk

Working with Older People                                    Section 1 - M



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

MHA Care Group - 
Sir Halley Stewart Age Awareness Project
1

National based in Derby

The Sir Halley Stewart Age Awareness Project was
co-ordinated by Revd Albert Jewell formerly Senior
Chaplain of Methodist Homes.  Amongst other
resources, the project produced a series of booklets
written to help individuals, local churches and
other interested groups share a deeper
understanding of the spiritual needs of older
people.  Information about the Project and the
materials produced can be obtained from MHA
Care Group.

Revd Dr Keith Albans

MHA Care Group, Epworth House, 
Stuart Street, Derby DE1 2EQ
01332 296200
01332 296925
keith.albans@mha.org.uk
www.mha.org.uk
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The National Spirituality and Mental Health Forum 
1
National based in London
The Forum was first formed in 2000 and grew out
of the small publication committee involved with
the former Health Education Authority in the
production of the Book ‘Promoting Mental Health -
The Role of Faith Communities - Jewish and
Christian Perspectives’ (1999). In its first years the
forum was administered under the auspices of the
Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health in London,
presently it is being administered by the Jewish
Mental Health Alliance on behalf of all faith
communities. The last three years it has run in
parallel with the National Spirituality and Mental
Health Project directed by the DoH/NIMHE and 
The Mental Health Foundation joint partnership
directed by Professor Peter Gilbert. The purpose of
the Forum is to organise meetings with speakers, 
to disseminate knowledge to all interested in
spirituality and its importance in mental health
services. The coverage includes those in mental
health teams, universities, medical schools, health
institutes, societies and associations, voluntary
agencies, the Home Office and other relevant
government departments. 
Martin Aaron (Chair), Vicky Nicholls (Administrator)
Winston House, 2 Dollis Park, London N3 1BF 
020 8371 5888
020 8371 5666
Mentalhealthjsmh@aol.com
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Outlook Trust

1

National based in High Wycombe

An interdenominational body, dedicated to
evangelism among the over 55s, the Outlook Trust
runs teams to join general missions but with a
special focus on older people, represents older
people at church celebration events and
encourages and supports local people in their
ministry to older people. It held a very successful
'Launching Out' conference at Swanwick from 2-5
September 2003 which attracted over 100
delegates.

David Heydon (Director)

The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green, 
High Wycombe, Bucks HB14 3XL
01494 485222
01494 485222
mail@outlook-trust.org.uk
www.outlook-trust.org.uk
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Salvation Army - Elderly Services Office

1

National, based in London

The Elderly Services Office of the Salvation Army
co-ordinates work amongst older people which
includes 18 residential homes, sheltered flats, home
care services and over-60 clubs and lunch clubs.
For details contact the Officer below. The SA
believes that the older generation deserves to be
treated with dignity - to receive care when they
need it but to have the opportunity of keeping as
much independence as possible.

Captain Doreen Bland (Elderly Care Officer)

Salvation Army UK HQ, 
101 Newington Causeway, London SE1 6BN
020 7367 4870
020 7367 4712
doreen.bland@salvationarmy.org.uk
www.salvationarmy.org.uk
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Simeon Trust

1

National based in Shrewsbury

The Simeon Trust's objectives are to promote the
presence of spiritual care for residents of care
homes; to raise awareness and understanding of
the ageing process amongst the public, particularly
those who care for the elderly; to provide financial
assistance to enable care homes to appoint full-
time or part-time pastoral assistants. 

Stephen Winwood

Parkfields, Pontesbury Hill, Pontesbury, 
Shrewsbury SY5 0YH
01743 791690

winwoods@ukonline.co.uk
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United Reformed Church - Church and Society

1

National based in London

In 1997, the United Reformed Church
commissioned Nigel Appleton (Contact Consulting)
to prepare a report which was published the
following year with the title 'Respecting the Gift of
Years'. The report was a response to a long-
standing concern that the Church should develop a
strategic response to the issues of ageing.  
It includes a briefing on the circumstances of older
people, a discussion of their place in the church, a
review of current developments from church and
secular bodies and a set of recommendations which
were adopted by the URC Assembly. For further
details of URC work with older people, contact Dr
Stuart Dew(details below). The URC recently
produced a resource pack on death and
bereavement entitled 'A Time to Die...'

Stuart Dew/Mrs Wendy Cooper

URC, Church House, 86 Tavistock Place, 
London WC1H 9RT
020 7916 8632
020 7916 2021
church.society@urc.org.uk
www.urc.org.uk
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VOX  (Valuing Older eXperience)

1
National based in High Wycombe

This interdenominational network (formerly the
Reaching Older People Network of the Evangelical
Alliance) brings together organisations working
with older people.  VOX exists to envision
Christians to be a prophetic voice, demonstrating
the love of Jesus towards older people.  Its vision is
for a world that reflects God’s view of growing
older.

David Heydon (Secretary)

Outlook Trust, The Wycliffe Centre, Horsleys Green,
High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 3XL
01494 485222
01494 485222
vox@outlook-trust.org.uk
www.eauk.org/contentmanager/Content/vox.cfm
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Abingdon - MOP (Ministry with Older People)

2

Abingdon, Oxon

The church in Abingdon group (MOP) has been set
up to think through issues connected with ministry
to older people and to provide an overview of the
work being carried out by local churches. 

Revd Michael Goode

The Rectory, St Helen's Court, 
Abingdon, Oxon OX14 5BS
01235 520144

st.helens@tesco.net
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Bedford - St Mark's and Putnoe Heights

2

Bedford

These two churches have collaborated to produce a
Christian website to make freely available
ecumenical Christian resources produced by them.
They include 'It's your funeral' which contains lots
of information about planning a funeral with the
opportunity of recording one's wishes about the
type of funeral and funeral service. A further
booklet 'Help in your bereavement' is clearly
written and should be useful for anybody dealing
with bereavement.

Revd Charles Royden

St Mark's Church, Calder Rise, 
Bedford, MK41 7UY

01234 342613

office@thisischurch.com
www.thisischurch.com
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Birmingham - Cotteridge Church
2
Birmingham

Three local churches - URC, Methodist and
Anglican - came together to form the Cotteridge
Church. Two full-time day centres are based at the
church premises. The Church Day Centre (contact
Mrs Hazel Rogers 0121 458 3101) with 26 places
caters for frail elderly people and operates Mon-Fri
providing a door-to-door pick up service and
offering activities, entertainment and a mid-day
meal.  The Weatheroak Day Centre (contact Mrs
Audrey McDonald 0121 678 3750) offering
activities, entertainment, specialist advice etc has
25 places Mon-Fri for those with dementia and on
Saturday for frail elderly people. The Weatheroak
Centre, a joint health authority and social services
project, also operates an outreach project with
three case workers visting and empowering people
with dementia to regain their confidence and social
skills.  There is also a drop in coffee bar for the
local community with a hot mid-day meal service
Monday-Friday and coffee on Saturday.

Irene Spooner (Church Administrator)
24 Pershore Road South, Kings Norton, 
Birmingham B30 3EJ
0121 433 5518
0121 459 6909
cotteridge.church@virgin.net
www.thecotteridgechurch.org.uk
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Eastbourne - Parche

2

Eastbourne

Pastoral Action in Residential Care Homes for the
Elderly (PARCHE) is a pioneer group founded in
1997 whose aim is to be available to meet the
spiritual needs of every older person in care homes
or sheltered accommodation. Teams from local
churches hold regular services in a majority of the
care homes in Eastbourne and offer pastoral care
and training for staff and visitors.  Parche offers
training, support and encouragement to others
wishing to start work in their local area. A video of
their work is available on request.

Buddy Reeve (Co-ordinator)

143 Victoria Drive, Eastbourne BN20 8LJ

01323 642471

walter@jwigfield.freeserve.co.uk
www.parche.org.uk
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Edinburgh - Morningside United Church

2

Edinburgh

The United Church (Church of Scotland/URC) has
developed a 'Frail Elderly Ministry' which includes
maximising chaplaincy services in care homes to
include such things as study groups for residents;
recruiting, training and deploying volunteers to
share in ministry to the frail elderly in the parish;
providing a spiritual resource for the Dementia
Services Day Unit and other services for older
people in the Eric Liddell Centre.

Revd Susan Kirkbride

Morningside United Church, 15 Chamberlain Road,
Edinburgh EH10 4DJ
0131 556 5524

kirkbride@lineone.net
www.morunitedchurch.org.uk
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Edinburgh - St Cuthbert's Episcopal Church

2

Colinton, Edinburgh

The church employs a paid support worker for older
people for two days a week who is concerned for
their spiritual welfare. Her responsibilities include
organising lifts to church, taking home
communions etc but also involves listening, caring
and enabling in a practical way to assist older
people to continue to take part in activities which
lift their spirits and make them feel fulfilled.

Mary Moffett

7 Howard Place, Edinburgh EH3 5JZ

0131 558 1358

marymoff@blueyonder.co.uk
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Faringdon - Older Persons Champions

2

Faringdon

Janet Parker, who recently completed research on
services to meet older people's spiritual needs at
Brookes University, is carrying out some exploratory
work in Faringdon which has a high proportion of
older people.  It is not yet time for all seven
churches to set up one definitive service although
several have made a start on something. Under the
auspices of Churches Together each is appointing
an Older Persons Champion who will be working on
behalf of their own communities and hopefully
moving forward together in the wider area. They
have already offered training and some resource
materials and are hopeful that this half-way house
will lead to greater things.

Janet Parker

Rowans, Buckland, Faringdon SN7 8QW

01367 870348

janet_scop@onetel.com

Working with Older People                                       Section 2 - F



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Farnborough - St Peter's Holiday at Home

2

Farnborough

This is a two-day event repeated in two
consecutive weeks in August which aims to provide
a stimulating programme for anyone over 50 who
is at home in the middle of the holiday season. 
The programme costs £10 and includes talks,
demonstrations, relaxation and refreshments.
Transport is provided where necessary and a service
is held in church the second afternoon. Coffee, a
hot two-course lunch and tea in the afternoon are
included in the price. Other follow-up events
during the year are being developed with a
Reunion Sunday service and lunch in March.

C R Maton (Holiday at Home Leadership Team)

60 Church Avenue, Farnborough Hants GU14 7AP

01252 513111
01252 513111
admin@stpetersfarnborough.org.uk
www.fopc.nildram.co.uk
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Kirriemuir - The Glens and Kirriemuir Old Parish 

2

Kirriemuir

A Church of Scotland congregation offering
pastoral care in the form of visiting, listening and
offering support to all those who live in the parish
on their journey of life. The church raises money
locally to employ two paid pastoral assistants, one
of whom takes a particular interest in the work
with older people.

Christine Rooney (Pastoral Assistant)

20 Strathmore Avenue, Kirriemuir, Angus DD8 4DJ

01575 573724

malcolm@gkopc.co.uk
www.gkopc.co.uk
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Leeds - Caribbean Meals on Wheels Service

2

Leeds - Chapeltown 

The Leeds Black Elders Association and the New
Testament Church of God run a Caribbean meals on
wheels service with funding from Leeds social
services and the health authority. Previously older
people were paying £5 for a Caribbean take away
because they couldn't cope with the standard food.
Now they pay £1.70 for an appropriate meal
provided on Monday, Wednesday and Friday with
soup on Saturday.

Wesley Grant

LBEA, 180 Chapeltown Road, Leeds LS7 4HP

0113 237 4332
0113 237 4313

www.lbea.co.uk
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Leeds - Faith in Elderly People, Leeds

2

Leeds

Founded in 1989, FIEP is a group of people from
different Christian churches who have a special
concern for the needs of older people, including
their spiritual needs. It aims to help older people
and their carers improve their quality of life and to
help people in general to understand the value and
needs of older people. The group has published a
number of valuable resources and ran a Dementia
Project looking at the special needs of people with
dementia whether living in their own homes or in
residential care.  The Memory Box project
encourages people to collect together photos and
other memory joggers which will help maintain
identity in old age.

Gaynor Hammond 
(Former Dementia Project Worker)
29 Silverdale Ave, Guiseley, Leeds LS20 8BD

01943 879320

gaynor.hammond@northern.org.uk
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Lincoln - The Orders of St John Care Trust 
2
Lincoln

The Ecumentical Volunteer Patient Support
Programme is a volunteer-based service. The
Visiting Service supports older people through their
first few days after discharge from hospital.
Volunteers receive training and visit patients on a
regular basis to ensure that they are comfortable,
reassured and feel secure. Any concerns are
reported back to the co-ordinator who will contact
the relevant agencies where necessary. The Patient
Support Programme is within several hospitals in
Lincolnshire. Volunteers are involved in the social
care of patients and in helping with their non-
clinical needs, for example assisting with feeding,
writing letters or taking patients off the ward to
other parts of the hospital for hair dressing,
shopping etc. The volunteers and ward staff work
together for the benefit of the patients. The Orders
of St John Care Trust also runs care homes in
Lincolnshire, Oxfordshire and Wiltshire.

Beth Harding

Wellingore Hall, Wellingore, Lincoln LN5 0HU

01522 813120/1/2
01522 810009
b.harding@osjct.co.uk
www.beehive.thisislincolnshire.co.uk
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Liverpool Knowsley - Cornerstone Care

2

Liverpool - Knowsley

The Community Invovment Project is lottery-funded
and aims to promote greater community
involvement in three care homes. Local Anglican
and Catholic churches have agreed to come in to
do an act of worship once a month on Sunday
afternoon alternating between them. Members of
the churches are invited to attend to support the
singing and hand round refreshments and chat
after the service.

Lorna Lyons (Activities Manager)

Cornerstone Care Ltd, Staff House, 
The Connaughtons, Tarbock Road, Huyton L36 0YF
0151 477 9204

activities@cornerstone-care.org

Working with Older People                                       Section 2 - L



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

London Bromley - Careplus

2

Bromley

Originally started by local Christians who wanted
to provide help for elderly and housebound people,
Careplus is a charity receiving funding from the
London Borough of Bromley, in the form of a
Service Level grant.  They operate with two staff: a
Manager, Avril Schorfield and a volunteer co-
ordinator Christine Rumbelow. Volunteers, many of
whom come from the local churches as do the
trustees, support people by helping escort them to
shops or banks, visiting and befriending, driving,
helping around the house or gardening. Its
strapline is 'churches and community caring
together'.

Avril Schorfield (Manager)

Careplus, Church House, 61 College Road, 
Bromley, Kent BR1 3QG
020 8290 4992
020 8315 0074
office@careplus-bromley.org.uk
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London Cheam - New Horizons Joint Project 
2
London - Cheam

St Andrew's URC and Abbeyfield Society have worked
alongside each other in partnership for nearly thirty
years. A substantial legacy to the society by a St
Andrew's member enabled the employment of a
retired URC minister for 21 hours a week to develop
work with older people, and act as chaplain to care
homes in the area. The church and the society share a
vision for a redesigned site that updates and upgrades
the church's hall facilities, provides purpose built
independent living accommodation for older people
and includes an integrated care centre. The
neighbourhood survey carried out by St Andrew's in
2001 highlighted a need for better facilities for young
people and these are also seen as a high priority. The
vision is of a Christian centre for the community
where people of all ages are accommodated,
encouraged and valued - a centre that "buzzes" with
activity throughout the week. The project is barely in
its infancy. Feasibility studies, market research, the
canvassing of opinion and stimulating thought, prayer
and debate are all underway with the production of
plans for discussion scheduled for early 2004. 

Revd Ranald Macdonald (Community Chaplain)
109 Northey Avenue, Cheam, Surrey SM2 7HQ
020 8395 2954
ral@atandrews-cheam.org.uk
www.standrews-cheam.org.uk
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London Chelsea - Methodist Church

2

Chelsea

In 2000 a meeting was held for religious leaders in
the borough to talk about spirituality and the
needs of people with dementia. Thirty people
attended the event which was addressed by Jacky
Mortimer, freelance trainer and Sally Knocker (see
entry for National Providers of Activities). Positive
suggestions for action were made.  The church site
in Pimlico has been redeveloped in partnership with
MHA to create Bella Best House. As well as
apartments for sale, the Church is hoping to use
the communal space for worship and similar
activities.

Deacon Richard Goldstraw

Chelsea Methodist Church, 155a King's Road,
London SW3 5TX
020 7352 9305
020 7823 3301
richard@chelseamethodist.org.uk
www.chelseamethodist.org.uk
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London East Barnet - 
Friend in Need Community Centre
2

London - East Barnet 

The Centre was set up 21 years ago by East Barnet
Baptist Church to provide a range of services to
older people, disabled people and their carers living
in New and East Barnet.  The charity provides day
care facilities, a Saturday day respite service, carers
support, a good neighbour scheme and a transport
scheme for which they recently received a brand
new minibus through a SeniorMobility grant which
is expected to help more than 1,700 people a year.
The Centre also provides a social and recreational
programme, personal foot care, shopping services,
trips and events and exercises.

John Wilks (Director, Friend in Need)

East Barnet Baptist Church, Crescent Road, 
East Barnet, Herts EN4 8PS
020 8449 8225 
020 8441 2463
fin@fin-eastbarnet.org.uk
www.ebarnetbaptist.org.uk
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London Munster Square - 
Third Age Project, the Crypt Centre 
2

London

Using funds from the Single Regeneration Project,
the Church Urban Fund and St Mary Magdalene's,
the Crypt was converted in 1997 for community
use and is home to the Third Age Project, a drop in
centre for older people. It is visited literally by
thousands of older people accessing a range of
classes and activities including Tai Chi, Yoga, arts
and crafts, cookery, dancing and keep fit. It opens
weekdays from 10 am to 4 pm. Lunches are served
at the Communty Cafe twice a week.

Tony Bloor 

Third Age Project, The Crypt Centre, 
Munster Square, London NW1 3PL
020 7383 4922
020 7383 4382
tony@thirdageproject.org.uk
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London Purley - Christ Church 

2

Purley

The Mid-Week Fellowship provides an outreach
programme to members of the congregation as
well as non-members. There is a monthly
programme of activities, outings and a Christmas
party and lunch. Relevant information about for
example Age Concern is given out at meetings and
pastoral visiting and home communions arranged.
There is also a monthly house group for older
people.

Jenny Hird (Southwark Pastoral Auxiliary)

Christ Church, Between 861 and 
863 Brighton Road, Purley CR8 2DN
020 8660 6669

jenny.hird@hotmail.com
www.christchurchpurley.org
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London Streatham - Baptist Friendly Club

2

London - Streatham

Streatham Baptist employs a Team Leader for 24
hours a week to co-ordinate the work of the
Friendly Club, the church's outreach to older and
frailer people in the community. The Friendly Club
with a membership of 120 meets on Friday
afternoons for social activities and fellowship and
there is also a monthly Sunday service designed to
appeal to older people. There is also a hobbies
group, a Bible Study Group and monthly outings for
40-45 members are arranged.  Every year the
members are offered a week's holiday organised by
the church and up to 85 members take advantage
of this. Some 60% of the members are not church
members.

Terry Moran

Streatham Baptist Church, 
22 Lewin Road, London SW16 6JR
020 8769 1515

mail@lewin.org.uk
www.lewin.org.uk
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London Sutton - The Candlelight Group

2

Sutton

The Candlelight Group is a weekly prayer group for
people with dementia which meets in a small room
at the Downs Day Hospital and is open to anyone
who wishes to join for prayer and reflection. It was
the brainchild of Patricia Higgins, who was the
nurse in charge and has a particular interest in the
spiritual dimension of care.  A booklet about the
project ‘Lighting the Way: spiritual and religious
care for those with dementia’ is available free by
sending an A5 SAE with a 46p stamp from Patricia
Higgins, 122 Park Lane, Wallington, Surrey SM6 0TL  

Revd Richard Allen (Chaplain)

Downs Day Hospital, Sutton Hospital, Cotswold
Road, Sutton, Surrey SM2 5NF
020 8296 3920

richard.allen@swlstg-tr.nhs.uk
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London Twickenham - St Stephen's Church

2

Twickenham

The church employs a part-time paid older people's
worker for 22 hours week and provides a wide
range of flourishing activities for a total of about
100 older people, from both church and
community.  The aim is to provide fellowship,
opportunities for spiritual growth, support in
difficult times and encourage gifts both spiritual
and practical. Activities include a fortnightly
Monday Fellowship; a fortnighly lunch club with an
arts and crafts group afterwards; a fortnightly
Omega Bible study group and weekly chairobics
class. Tranport is provided where needed. There is
also a weekly service at 10.30 am of healing and
encouragement. The church also leads worship in
two local care homes.

Elizabeth Thomas

7 Waldegrave Park, Twickenham, London TW1 4TL

020 8892 7734

emht7wp@btinternet.com
www.st-stephens.org.uk
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London Walthamstow - 
Wood Street Drop In Centre
2

London - Walthamstow

With the encouragement of the local Volunteer
Centre, an active couple in their sixties set up this
centre, open six days a week with no attendance
fee, tea and coffee and an affordable two-course
lunch.  The local authority now pays a 20-hour a
week co-ordinator. There are 16 volunteers who
serve around 80 meals a week. There is a warm
atmosphere and games and newspapers. The Centre
is also developing services for mental health and
homelessness which encompasses drug and alcohol
abuse.

Barbara Haley

89 Vallentin Road, Walthamstow, London E17 3JJ

020 8520 0360 or 020 8520 5184

woodstreeturc@supanet.com
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Loughborough - MINTOE (Ministry to the Elderly)
2
Loughborough

A full-time pastoral assistant at All Saints Thorpe
Acre organises a comprehensive ministry to older
people in the parish. In addition to pastoral visiting,
the weekly programme includes Four O'Clock Focus,
a weekly Sunday afternoon service for older people
with transport provided and tea afterwards;
Tuesday morning communion at 11 am, again with
transport provided; Wednesday cell group for older
people which has been in existence for 10 years;
Thursday Club, a weekly programme of speakers
and activities with transport; Friday lunch club
(currently suspended due to problems with helpers).
In addition outings are arranged and holidays
where five volunteeers and the paid pastoral
assistant take 40 older people away. The highlight
of the year is the Christmas party where over 100
older people attend. The vital ingredient in this
work is the existence of a paid pastoral assistant to
organise and visit.

Michael Godwin (Pastoral Assistant for the Elderly)

All Saints Church, Thorpe Acre Road, Thorpe Acre,
Loughborough, Leics LE11 4LF
01509 236789

mintoe@astad.org
www.astad.org
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Malmesbury - May Moore Chaplaincy

2

Malmesbury

The objects of the May Moore charity are 'the care
and spiritual instruction and comfort of lonely
elderly inhabitants of the town of Malmesbury'. The
funds provide housing and expenses of office for a
chaplain who is generally a retired vicar and also
serves as chaplain to Malmesbury hospital.

Revd Bob Hyatt

10 Old Railway Close, Malmesbury,
Wilts SN16 9TU

01666 829026
office@malmesburyabbey.com
www.malmesburyabbey.com/parish.htm
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Medway Valley - Abbeyfield Society
2
Medway Valley, Kent

The Society owns ten residential homes, two with
specialist dementia units and six very sheltered
housing complexes. Their Spiritual Care Team works
27 hours a week with residents to ensure that their
spiritual needs are met and strengthens links with
local churches who come in to visit or take
services. They also work with those whose
spirituality is not specifically 'religious' and develop
relationships with them and attempt to meet their
spiritual needs through conversation, reminiscence
and other activities.

Mrs Alison John / Canon Ernie Mann

Rogers House, Drewery Drive, Wigmore, Gillingham,
Kent ME8 0NX
01634 262266

johnfamily@blueyonder.co.uk

Working with Older People                                     Section 2 - M



Name
Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name
Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email

Morecambe - CHIPS (Christian Help in Partnership)
2
Morecambe

CHIPS is an inter-church project which aims to address
the unmet needs of socially isolated older people living
in Morecambe of all faiths or none.  Pauline Elder, a
full-time paid social worker, is project director and she
also has a deputy for 14 hours a week. Funded by the
churches and from trusts and charities including the
Church Urban Fund for five years, 70 Christian
volunteers provide a befriending and visiting service
for lonely older people referred by social services.
Volunteers also help with shopping, gardening,
wheeelchair pushing and helping to find suitable care
homes. A fisherman's cottage has been converted into
the Open Door Centre, a drop in centre run by a Centre
Manager employed for 20 hours a week. All
refreshments are provided free of charge.  The project
has experimented with the use of young volunteers
from local high schools (who work alongside an adult
volunteer) and local students.  CHIPS provides
placements for social work students from Lancaster
University and was also involved in the housing
options project led by Professor Roger Clough.

Pauline Elder (Project Director)
The Open Door, 
9 Morecambe Street, Morecambe LA4 5HE
01524 422448
01524 418945
paulineatchips@aol.com
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Newcastle upon Tyne - Simeon and Anna

2

Newcastle upon Tyne 
(and other parts of the north east)

Simeon and Anna aims to identify and respond to
the distinctive needs of older people, particularly
their spirituality. It helps churches and individuals
to understand the process of ageing and provides
counselling for individuals, retreats, conferences
and training for ministers, carers and others. It has
produced a 25-minute video ‘The wisdom of the
years’, price £10, with four sections: prayer and
spirituality; worship and change; the role of older
people in the church; illness and bereavement.

Revd Graham Keyes

1 East Avenue, Newcastle upon Tyne NE12 9PH

0191 259 9025

simeon.anna@btinternet.com
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Nuneaton - Pastoral Care Project

2

Nuneaton and North Warwickshire

The Pastoral Care Project, now a registered charity,
aims to raise awareness of the spiritual needs of
people with dementia. It provides one-to-one
support and visiting teams and services in care
homes. It offers quiet days for carers and
awareness sessions on 'Spiritual Care in Confusion'
using a video of the same name. 

Frances Molloy

Pastoral Care Project, St Gerards, Father Hudson's,
Coventry Road, Coleshill, Birmingham B46 3EB
01675 434035
01675 434010
francesmolloy@fatherhudsons.org.uk
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Sheffield - Churches Together in Broomhill 
and Broomhall
2
Sheffield

Churches Together in Broomhill and Broomhall
employs a Community and Development Worker
with Older People. The aims of the project are to
enhance the lives of older people, both spiritually
and physically in Broomhill and Broomhall through
visits to private homes, residential homes and
sheltered accommodation and supporting and
training volunteers to perform the above tasks;
supporting and developing the work of three lunch
clubs, three coffee/drop in mornings and the
organisation of trips and social events; the
provision of advice, forging and strengthening links
with statutory services and agencies, developing
community resources. Funding is from the City
Council, one of the residential homes, other
charitable sources and the churches. The worker
has recently spent time encouraging people to
apply for tax credit and helping filling in forms.

Janet Brown

Broomhill Methodist Church, Fulwood Road,
Sheffield S10 3BD
0114 268 0976

ctbb@supanet.com

Working with Older People                                       Section 2 - S



Name

Section
Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Sheffield Churches Council for Community Care

2
Sheffield

Sheffield CCCC is an ecumenical project established
by the churches over thirty years ago. It delivers a
range of caring services for vulnerable people
whether or not they have any connection with the
church. They had funding from the Henry Smith
Charity for a three-year project to enhance the
quality of life and well being of people living in
residential care by facilitating the consistent
delivery of social, emotional and spiritual support
offered by staff, volunteers, churches and the wider
community. Jo Airey was the project worker at the
start of the project and was succeeded by Sonia
Henry. They worked in nine homes in the Sheffield
area but unfortunately it has not been possible to
find funding to maintain the staff post. Sheffield
CCCC however hopes to work with existing and
new partners, locally and in national networks to
maintain the key elements of the project.

Briony Broome

SCCCC, 8 Backfields, Sheffield S1 4HJ

0114 275 4021
0114 275 4021
mail@scccc.co.uk
www.scccc.co.uk or www.a-full-life.co.uk
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Sudbury - Holiday at Home and Meeting Plus

2

Sudbury

The Holiday at Home scheme has been run by
Sudbury Baptist Church for the past three years. It
caters for 65 older people including helpers and
lasts for three days plus a thanksgiving service the
following Sunday. A reunion is held later in the
year. A ten minute video is available about the
project. Meeting Plus is held weekly on Monday
afternoons with a varied programme and
refreshments. Its aim is to provide a relaxed
environment for people to come and meet with
friends and be introduced to the church in a non-
threatening almosphere (Contact Mary Haselden,
56 Blackfriars, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 2AQ Tel
01787 379817)

Gay Layburn (Holiday at Home)

18 Gloucester Way, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 1LW

01787 311080

info@sudburybaptistchurch.co.uk
www.sudburybaptistchurch.co.uk
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Whetstone, Leicestershire - Holiday at Home

2

Whetstone, Leicestershire

Since 1988 three churches (Baptist, URC and
Anglican) have organised annual Holiday at Home
weeks with a reunion day in November. They
endeavour to give older people a week of holiday-
type activities. Each year there is an overall theme
and four days are spent at the URC which has the
easiest access and then two further days are spent
out on coach trips.

Church Office

Whetstone Baptist Church, King Street, Whetstone,
Leics LE8 6LS
0116 286 3145

office@wbconline.org.uk
www.wbconline.org.uk
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Winchester - St John's 

2
Winchester

St John's Winchester is a significant local charity
providing care for older people with an emphasis
on fulfilling the spiritual needs of its residents.

Revd Michael Jackson

32 St John's South, The Broadway, 
Winchester SO23 9LN
01962 854226
01962 840602
michael.jackson@stjohnswinchester.co.uk
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Wolverhampton - Bilston Senior Citizens Link

2
Wolverhampton

St Leonards, part of the Bilston Team Ministry,
provides outreach services to older people across
the City of Wolverhampton. The Senior Citizens
Link Line now phones 1,500 isolated older people a
week and befrienders are also provided.  A booklet
‘Breaking the Bread of Community Involvement’
about the work is available price £5.00 plus £2.00
postage and packing from the address below.

Tracy Scarrett

St Leonard’s Church, Walsall Street, 
Bilston WW14 0AT
01902 403757
01902 401764
tracy@pobsp.org
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Birmingham URC District

3

Birmingham 

As part of its Ageing Health Check initiative, the
District has produced a presentation suitable for
elders or church meeting about how to deal with
ageing issues. The notes encourage groups to look
at what is good and bad about ageing and then
moves on to consider: practicalities (large print,
hearing loops, lifts to church etc), pressures
(bereavements, caring, limitations etc) and
possibilities (a fresh spiritual search).

Revd John Campbell

South Aston URC, Upper Sutton Street, Aston,
Birmingham B6 5BN
0121 523 0158

AstonURC@aol.com
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Canterbury and Rochester 
Diocesan Church in Society

3

Canterbury and Rochester

The dioceses previously employed Dot Hooker on a
part-time voluntary basis to raise awareness in
parishes and deaneries of issues concerned with
ageing. The Department is currently drawing up a
new strategy on later life ministry which should be
completed by Easter 2006.

Adrian Speller 

Church in Society, 2-3 Bedford Place, 
Maidstone Kent ME16 8JB 
01622 755014
01622 693531
adrian@csr.org.uk
www.rochester.anglican.org
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Chichester Diocese

3

Chichester

The Social Responsibility Department has produced
a series of Midhurst booklets in association with
Revd Andrew Cunnington, vicar of Midhurst. They
include his sabbatical paper 'How can this Be? The
spiritual lives of older people', 'The Sandwich
Generation', The Spiritual Riches of Older People'
and 'The Pastoral and Spiritual Care of Patients
Suffering from Dementia'.  It held a successful
conference in 2002 on 'Spirituality in the Third Age'
and sponsored a poetry bus as part of the Brighton
Festival which took the arts to lunch clubs and
other meetings for older people. Future plans
include developing a programme of arts, computers
and music for older people as a counter to
loneliness and boredom and acting as a catalyst to
enable Third Age older people to take a lead in
developing such work in their communities.

Revd Barry North

211 New Church Road, Hove BN3 4ED

01273 421021(with TypeTalk)
01273 421041
barry.north@diochi.org.uk
www.diochi.org.uk
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Guildford Diocese

3

Guildford

The Department of Social Responsibility offers
advice, support and training to parishes concerning
older people. It has just published a an information
leaflet for parishes with useful addresses and
intends to respond to requests from parishes for
training by planning a workshop involving the
Education Department and the Mission and
Evangelism Department.

Tony Oakden

Department of Social Responsibility, Diocesan
House, Quarry Street, Guildford GU1 3XG
01483 790325

tony.oakden@cofeguildford.org.uk
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Hereford Diocese 

3

Hereford

The Diocesan Council for Social Responsibility has
in the past year held two half-day seminars on
older people. An AGE Group standing for Age - Gift
or Encumberance was formed and is preparing a
report on older people for publication and debate
at diocesan synod. A questionnaire has been
published in the Diocesan Newspaper and the
results are being analysed to define other issues. 
A two-day CME conference on ageing issues was
held in early 2005.

Jackie Boys

Gateway Office, The Palace, Hereford HR4 9BL

01432 373311

j.boys@hereford.anglican.org
www.hereford.anglican.org

Working with Older People                                      Section 3 - H



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Lancaster URC District 

3

Lancaster

The Lancaster District of the URC has consulted
with Age Concern, South Lakeland and brought a
paper to the District Council noting the
consequences of the Care Standards Act in
reducing the number of places available for
residential care and the closure of homes unable to
bear the cost of the necessary improvement of
their premises in accordance with the standards.
This has resulted in a request to the NW Synod to
raise with the URC General Assembly 2004 the
matter of shortages of places in residential care
and of domiciliary care for older people.

Raymond Clarke

Thurston, Brigsteer, Kendal LA8 8AJ

01539 568949
01539 568449
ruth.clarke4@btinternet.com
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Leicester Diocese 

3

Leicester 

The Board of Social Responsibility of this diocese is
establishing a diocesan policy for older people to
be owned by the whole diocese. A group consisting
of the Chair of the Board of Social Responsibility
and those involved in training clergy, readers and
pastoral assistants and those who have an interest
in older people either in their own ministry or in
secular fields have been involved in this work.  
This resulted in two questions being added to the
Archdeacon's Visitation Questionnnaire to find out
the percentage of older people in each parish and
the number of care homes.  Following the results of
the questionnaire there have been further meetings
with the Advisory Board of Ministry to decide the
next steps.

Elaine Heptonstall

Board of Social Responsibility, Church House, 
St Martin's East, Leicester LE1 5FX
0116 248 7424 
0116 248 7476
Gill.Jackson@LecCofE.org
www.leicester.anglican.org
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Lincoln Diocese

3

Lincoln

The sub-dean of Lincoln Cathedral, Canon Alan
Nugent is the link person for the diocesan FLAME
and serves on their national executive. He has a
particular interest in the Third Age and spirituality
of ageing issues and is taking the sessions on
ageing in the diocesan lay ministry course.

Revd Canon Alan Nugent

Subdeanery, 18 Minster Yard, Lincoln LN2 1PX

01522 521932

subdean@lincolncathedral.com
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Liverpool Diocese

3

Liverpool

Their current work includes a series of conferences
entitled 'Hidden Congregations' regarding the
pastoral care of those in care homes. A committee
has been set up entitled 'Support for Local
Churches' which includes work with older people.

Joe Steen

74 Brodie Avenue, Mossley Hill, Liverpool L18 4BP

0151 724 4374

Joe.Steen@tesco.net
www.liverpool.anglican.org
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London Diocese - Psalm
3
London - St Pancras
PSALM (Project for Seniors And Lifelong Ministry) is
a small independent charity developing
opportunities for continuing work and ministry by
and for older people in London. This is mainly
conducted through the provision of lectures,
seminars and hands-on training. Training
programmes include a five-week pastoral care
course for active retired people (and others) who
wish to share in the pastoral and outreach work of
their local church, and a five-week course to train
volunteers to visit elderly people in their homes.
Seminars are held two or three times a year on
subjects which address the needs of both the frail
and the active amongst the older generation in
London and have included sessions on preparing for
retirement, aspects of loss, strokes, and the effects
of changing patterns of ageing on society. 
A network of parish workers/volunteers in London
focusing specifically on the needs of older people is
being developed and a modest resource centre has
been set up at St Pancras Church.

Ann Morisy
St Pancras Vicarage, 6 Sandwich Street,
London WC1H 9PL
020 7388 1461
020 7388 1461
office@stpancraschurch.org 
www.psalm.org.uk 
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Oxford Diocese 

3
Oxford

Spiritual Care for Older People: The Extra
Dimension (SCOP) aims to offer spiritual care and
ministry to older people who are either regular
churchgoers who can no longer attend church or
those who are discovering a new interest in
spiritual questions as they get older. It has a
steering group which includes hospital chaplains,
medical social workers and church representatives
- including older people. A series of training days
has been developed and delivered focusing on
issues of communication, loss, working in
partnership with other agencies and worship.
SCOP has attracted two one-off grants of £10,000
each, enabling them to recruit a co-ordinator for
about 12 hours a week to develop the work. She
will focus on supporting those in parishes (initially
in Oxford city) who would like to develop this area
of ministry.

Janet Parker

BSR, Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB
01865 208213
01865 790470
janet_scop@onetel.com
www.oxford.anglican.org
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Sheffield Diocese

3

Sheffield

Kevin Barnard, the Bishop's Adviser on issues
relating to ageing since 1994, writes and speaks on
issues concerned with the ageing process at all
stages of life and the church's response to it. He is
currently gathering material and engaging in
theological reflection on preparation for retirement
and on the relationship between retirement and
leisure. The diocese was active in responding to the
Debate of the Age and in encouraging South
Yorkshire involvement in the International Year of
the Older Person. The Diocese is involved in
Sheffield Churches Council for Community Care
(see separate entry).

Revd Kevin Barnard

The Vicarage, Stone Moor Road, Bolderstone,
Sheffield S36 3ZN
0114 288 2149

moose@barnard8370.freeserve.co.uk
www.sheffield-diocese.org.uk
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Winchester Diocese 

3

Winchester

Under the chairmanship of Revd Michael Jackson,
CEO of St John's Winchester (see separate entry)
the Council for Social Responsibility is keeping a
watching brief on the area of spiritual needs of
older people in the diocese.

Ms Jane Fisher

Church House, 9 The Close, Winchester 
SO23 9LS
01962 624771

jane.fisher@chsewinchester.clara.net
www.winchester.anglican.org
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Burton Jones, Julia

4

Chislehurst

Julia Burton Jones previously worked for the
Relatives and Residents Association and completed
a project for Westminster Health Care on the needs
of relatives of residents living with dementia. Her
latest project, funded by the Department of Health,
explored the needs of married couples when one
partner goes into a care home. Her interest in the
spiritual needs of older people is reflected in her
book published in 1997 'Reflections on the Later
Years of Life'. She is now self-employed and
provides training in care home settings, on service
user involvement and dementia care. She also
facilitates residents’ meetings and assists homes to
find out residents’ views.

Julia Burton Jones

2 Cardinal Close, Chislehurst, Kent BR7 6SA

020 8467 4405

jburtonjo@aol.com
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Butler, Canon Michael

4

Aylsham, Norfolk

Currently editor of the CCOA journal 'Plus', Michael
Butler is involved in retirement (from his post as
Social Responsibility Officer for the Diocese of
Chichester) in local work on a multi-agency
approach to vulnerable adults and elder abuse in
Norwich and pension and retirement issues in rural
Norfolk.

Canon Michael Butler

Railway Cottages, 2 Buxton Road, 
Aylsham NR11 7JD
01263 734820

michaeljbutler@tiscali.co.uk
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Coleman, Professor Peter 

4

Southampton

Peter Coleman was project leader of research
carried out under the ESRC Growing Older
Programme on the subject of 'Spiritual Beliefs and
Existential Meaning in Later Life: the Experience of
Older Bereaved Spouses’. His team included
Fionnuala McKeirnan, Marie Mills and Peter Speck.
He contibuted a chapter on 'Spiritual questioning
in later life' to the book 'Ageing, Spirituality and
Well-Being' edited by Albert Jewell. Current
research includes a project exploring some of the
factors which might influence the provision of
effective pastoral care to older people within a
selection of Church of England parishes.

Professor Peter Coleman

Department of Psychology, 
University of Southampton SO17 1BJ
023 8059 4602

P.G.Coleman@soton.ac.uk
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Creber, Revd Arthur 

4

Newcastle-under-Lyme

Arthur Creber visited the US and Canada in 1999-
2000 on a Winston Churchill Fellowship looking at
how churches respond to an ageing population. He
wrote his report 'The Church's Response to an
Ageing Population' to summarise his findings and
maintains his interest in older people through the
Outlook Trust and as a member of the Beth
Johnson Foundation's Council. His particular
interest is in how local churches reach out to older
people in their neighbourhoods.

Revd Arthur Creber

The Rectory, Seabridge Road, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, Staffs ST5 2HS
01782 616397

afcreber10@hotmail.com
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De Carteret, Dr Althea

4

Derbyshire

Althea de Carteret is a GP who now works
freelance as a trainer and as a photographer. She
has a particular interest in photographing older
people and is involved in a project sponsored by
First Taste 'Positive Images in Dementia Care' which
will challenge the existing communication
boundaries of those with dementia through the
medium of photography. 

Dr Althea de Carteret

Springwoods, Thornhill, Bamford, 
Hope Valley S33 0BR
01433 651865

althea@doctors.net.uk
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Eldred, Dr Janet

4

York

Her PhD thesis compared themes from feminist
theology with the lives of older Christian
churchgoing women. MHA Care Group has
published her book based on this research 'Like
Spring without Flowers: why older women and
churches need each other'.  She continues to
explore how the needs and gifts of older people are
reflected in their spirituality. ‘A Telling Minority:
Spirituality of older men’ is a pilot study for MHA
Care Group, based on a small sample of older men
living in MHA’s care homes and sheltered housing
schemes.

Dr Janet Eldred

24 Arthur Street, York YO10 3EL

jbe100@yahoo.co.uk

Working with Older People                                      Section 4 - E



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Goldsmith, Revd Malcolm 

4

Edinburgh

Formerly Rector of St Cuthbert's Episcopal Church,
Colinton, Edinburgh Malcolm Goldsmith is now
associated with the Dementia Services
Development Centre in Stirling where he was
previously a research fellow. He has written and
lectured widely on the spiritual needs of older
people with dementia and is author of 'Hearing the
Voice of People with Dementia' and a contributor
to 'Spirituality and Ageing' and 'Ageing, Spirituality
and Well-being' both edited by Albert Jewell. His
new book 'In a Strange Land: People with Dementia
and the Local Church - A guide and encouragement
for ministry’ was published in April 2004.

Revd Malcolm Goldsmith

34 Cumberland Street, 
Edinburgh EH3 6SA
0131 558 9434

malcolm.goldsmith123@btopenworld.com
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Goodall, Revd Margaret 

4

Newport Pagnell

Margaret Goodall, a Methodist minister, has for
some time been chaplain of Westbury, MHA Care
Group's first specialist home for people with
dementia, and is now Dementia Care Chaplaincy
Adviser for MHA. She has developed an interest in
the spiritual needs of older people with dementia
and contributed a chapter on this subject to
'Spirituality and Ageing' edited by Albert Jewell.
She is now researching death, dying and dementia.

Revd Margaret Goodall

24 The Chequers, Castlethorpe, 
Milton Keynes MK19 7HG
01908 510661

margaret.goodall@btinternet.com
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Hammond, Gaynor

4

Leeds

Gaynor Hammond was formally dementia project
worker for Faith in Elderly People, Leeds (see
separate entry) but in addition does extension work
from Northern Baptist College and speaks
throughout the country on issues concerning the
spiritual needs of older people with dementia, and
in particular on the Memory Box. Her new book
'The Wells of Life' on worship with people with
dementia written with Jackie Treetops was
published in 2005. 

Gaynor Hammond

29 Silverdale Avenue, Guiseley, Leeds LS20 8BD

01943 879320

gaynor.hammond@northern.org.uk
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Hawley, Revd Graham 

4

Stockport

Graham Hawley is a retired Methodist minister who
undertook an MA in Contextual Theology at
Manchester University. Using a qualitative
approach of individual interviews his title was 
'An investigation of the faith journeys of some
older pilgrims and their consequences for the
church'. He runs workshops in his District with
older pilgrims in their 70’s and 80’s.

Revd Graham Hawley

4 Riverside Court, Waters Edge, Marple Bridge,
Stockport, Cheshire SK6 5EY
0161 449 5647

margram@ntlworld.com
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Howse, Kenneth

4

Cambridge

Ken Howse has written on a wide range of  ageing
issues. His significant book 'Spirituality, Religion
and Older People' was published in 1999 by the
Centre for Policy on Ageing where he was then
working.  In 2003 he wrote 'The Policy Challenges
of Population Ageing' for the Leveson Centre. He is
currently Research Fellow at the Institute of
Ageing, Oxford.

Kenneth Howse

1 Eltisley Avenue, Cambridge CB3 9JG

01223 461763

kenneth.howse@ageing.ox.ac.uk
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Jewell, Revd Albert 

4

Leeds

Formerly Senior Chaplain at MHA Care Group,
Albert Jewell led the innovative Sir Halley Stewart
Age Awareness project (see separate entry) and
founded the former Centre for the Spirituality of
Ageing in Leeds, now integrated with MHA Care
Group.  He has also written widely on topics
associated with the spirituality of ageing/older
people and the Church, and continues to lecture
and lead workshops with a variety of audiences. 
He edited 'Ageing, Spirituality and Well-being'
(Jessica Kingsley, 2003) and is currently carrying
out a study of how older people cope with the
'fourth age'. Other publications include 'Grow Old
Along with Me' (NCEC), 'Spiritual Perspectives on
Ageing' (MHA Care Group), 'Older People and the
Church' (MPH) and 'Spirituality and Ageing' 
(Jessica Kingsley).

Revd Albert Jewell

63 Moor Grange View, West Park, Leeds LS16 5BH

0113 278 9438

AJJewell@aol.com
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Lowis, Dr Mike

4

Northampton

A member of the CCOA Executive, Mike Lowis
undertook in conjunction with CCOA a research
project which investigated factors that might
influence the ease of transition of older people
from independent living to full-time residential
care, including the role of spiritual belief and faith.
In retirement from University College, Northampton
he continues to be interested in research
concerning older people.

Dr Mike Lowis

47 Allard Close, Northampton NN3 5LZ

01604 403578

mike.lowis@virgin.net
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Merchant, Revd Rob 

4

Birmingham

Rob Merchant recently published 'Pioneering the
Third Age: the church in an ageing population'
(Paternoster Press). He is now undertaking PhD
research based at Wolverhampton University with
Professor Paul Kingston on 'Religion and Health in
the Life of the Older Person: a study of older people
aged 75+ and 50-65 within the Anglican Diocese
of Birmingham’.  He is moving from being curate
(part-time) to being honorary curate at St John's
Harborne to give him time to complete PhD studies
and to write a second book examining the current
debate around sociology of religion.

Revd Rob Merchant

55 Albert Road, Harborne, 
Birmingham B17 0AP
0121 426 2548

R.Merchant@staffs.ac.uk
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Mitchell, Bill

4

Weymouth

Bill Mitchell is a member of the Council of the
Alzheimer's Society and has a particular interest in
spiritual issues and dementia.  He has organised
courses for the Winchester Diocese and is Deanery
lay pastoral assistants officer. He delivers training
and speaks at conferences for local Alzheimer's
branches.

Bill Mitchell

30 Jestey's Avenue, Broadway, 
Weymouth DT3 5NN
01305 812825

William_Mitchell@btopenworld.com
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Moffitt, Laraine

4

Newcastle upon Tyne

She was project worker for both the Christian
Council on Ageing Dementia Group projects in
Newcastle (see separate entry) and brought to the
work her experience both as a nurse and as a
graduate in religious studies. During the projects
she wrote and spoke widely on issues concerning
the spiritual needs of older people. Ill health has
limited her active involvement in recent years but
she still maintains her interest and involvement
whenever possible. 'Spiritual Care: guidelines for
care plans' and 'Frequently Asked Questions on
Spirituality and Religion' are her latest books
written in collaboration with other project workers.

Laraine Moffitt

11 Longrigg, Leam Lane Estate, Gateshead, 
Tyne and Wear NE10 8PH
0191 469 0571
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Mowat, Dr Harriet 

4

Edinburgh

Harriet Mowat works as a freelance academic for a
number of different universities and projects. She is
the lead grantholder in a study funded by the
Scottish Executive that examines  the role of the
hospital chaplain in Scottish NHS Trusts. Other
work includes research into the value of spiritual
history taking for older people, the spiritual ethos
and associated quality of care in old age homes
and minister of the church work with families of
those who have committed suicide. She works for
Spirited Scotland (see separate entry) and the
Centre for the Study of Spirituality and Health,
Aberdeen University (see separate entry). She
attends  St Andrews Episcopalian church in both
Inverness and Aberdeen. 

Dr Harriet Mowat

c/o Spirited Scotland, 2.6, 12 Buccleuch Place,
Edinburgh EH8 9LW
0709 238 8487
0709 238 8487
harriet.mowat@mowatresearch.co.uk
www.mowatresearch.co.uk
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Torrington, Dr Judith

4

Sheffield

Judith Torrington is Chair of Overdale, a Christian
care home in Sheffield. Professionally she is an
architect with an interest in design for older people
and contributed to 'Our homes, our lives: choice in
later living arrangements' published by the Centre
for Policy on Ageing.  She is currently involved in a
project looking at the use of assistive technologies
to improve quality of life for older people with
dementia. A multi-disciplinary team of architects,
medical engineers and sociologists from Sheffield,
Bath and Liverpool universities are working on this
project.

Dr Judith Torrington

School of Architecture, The Arts Tower, Western
Bank, Sheffield S10 2TN
0114 222 0346
0114 279 8276
j.m.torrington@sheffield.ac.uk
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Walker, Joanna

4

Surrey University and Guildford Diocese

She is a lecturer in adult education at Surrey
University, with a specialist interest in older people
as learners. She also does some part-time work on
adult education for the Diocese of Guildford. She
presented a brief paper in autumn 2003 to the
annual meeting of the British Society of
Gerontology on 'Ageing, Spirituality and Life Long
Learning' and spoke on a similar topic at a Leveson
seminar on 23 June 2004.

Joanna Walker

Education Centre, Guildford Cathedral, Guildford
GU1 7UP

Jo.Walker@cofeguildford.org.uk
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Wallace, Dr Daphne

4

Earby

Daphne Wallace is a founder member of the
Dementia Group of the Christian Council on Ageing
and was for many years its chair. She is a trustee of
the Alzheimer’s Society and a member of the
committee of the Craven branch. She has spoken
on the spiritual needs of older people in various
settings including St Petersburg in Russia. She
contributed a chapter on ‘Spiritual Aspects of
Dementia’ in the book ‘Practical Management of
Dementia’ edited by Stephen Curran and John P
Wattis. She retired from a consultant post in Old
Age Psychiatry in 2000. She is involved in training
and speaks on spirituality in the Bradford diocese.

Dr Daphne Wallace

The Vicarage, Skipton Road, Earby, Barnoldswick, 
Lancashire BB18 6JL
01282 842291
01282 841608
daphne@drwallace.co.uk
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Age Concern Scotland - 
Spiritual Care Working Group
Appendix

Edinburgh

From a broad interpretation of 'spiritual',  Age
Concern Scotland seeks to promote the importance
of enabling and supporting older people to pursue
the spiritual values in their lives. It organises
conferences, has developed training covering the
issues and works with a range of agencies to
develop the recognition of the spiritual dimension
in people's lives. The Working Group is ecumenical
and has representatives from a range of faiths and
interested individuals.

Maureen O'Neill

Age Concern Scotland, 113 Rose Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 3DT
0131 220 3345
0131 220 2779
enquiries@acscot.org.uk
www.ageconcernscotland.org.uk
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Centre for the Study of Spirituality and Health
Appendix
Aberdeen

The Centre focuses on the relationship between
spirituality and health and the significance of the
spiritual dimension for the contemporary practice
of healing and healthcare.  It aims to enable
researchers, practitioners and educators to work
together to develop innovative and creative
research projects and teaching initiatives around
the area of spirituality and health. The Centre
provides a focal point for developing rigorous
research programmes; develops new and innovative
educational initiatives aimed at pastoral carers and
people working within health and social care
services; brings together multidisciplinary teams of
researchers to develop networks that will initiate
unique collaborative projects; encourages formal
creative affiliations with other centres, institutions
and organisations involved in similar work
throughout the world. The Centre is managed by
Professor John Swinton, Dr David Hay and Dr
Harriet Mowat. 

Professor John Swinton
School of Divinity, King's College, University of
Aberdeen, Aberdeen AB24 3UB
0122 427 3224
0122 427 3750
j.swinton@abdn.ac.uk
www.abdn.ac.uk/divinity/csshd
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Counsel and Care

Appendix

National based in London

Although a secular organisation, Counsel and Care
has carried out a number of projects concerned
with the spiritual needs of older people. These
include 'The Fullness of Time' about good practice
in relation to the spiritual and personal values of
older people in care; 'Last Rights', a study of death
and dying in care homes; ‘Sex and Relationships';
and ‘Acts of Faith: a study of older people and their
places of worship'.

Stephen Burke

Twyman House, 16 Bonny Street, London NW1 9PG

020 7241 8555
020 7267 6877
advice@counselandcare.org.uk
www.counselandcare.org.uk
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Dementia Voice, Bristol

Appendix

Bristol

Dementia Voice is the Dementia Services
Development Centre for the south west of England
and has a continuing interest in spirituality and
dementia. Sue Barrance was appointed in 1996 for
a two-year project funded by the Sir Halley
Stewart Trust which aimed to achieve a better
understanding of this area of interest and to
explore ways to promote the care of people with
dementia in a way which recognises and nurtures
their spiritual life. At the end of the project a short
report was produced which is available on their
web site and includes a statement of
understanding of spiritual care for people with
dementia.  Professor Phyllida Parsloe, emeritus
professor of social work at the University of Bristol,
who has a strong interest in spiritual and ethical
issues in social work is a trustee of Dementia Voice.

David Williams

Dementia Voice, Blackberry Hill Hospital, Manor
Road, Fishponds, Bristol BS16 2EW
0117 975 4863
0117 975 4819
office@dementia-voice.org.uk
www.dementia-voice.org.uk
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First Taste, Derbyshire

Appendix

Derbyshire

First Taste, established in 1998, seeks to enhance
the quality of life for residents in care and nursing
homes, to improve their physical mental and
spiritual well-being, to maintain their existing skills
and stimulate new interests, to nurture self-
confidence self-esteem and independence, to
encourage self-expression and improved
communication, to reduce isolation, to encourage
staff development through participative
involvement, and to create opportunities for
involvement by carers. It arranges and finances
some 500 professionally delivered stimulative
sessions annually in care homes in Derbyshire
Dales. 

Iris Wagstaffe

First Taste Office, Joseph Whitworth Centre, Darley
Dale, Matlock DE4 2EQ
01629 733849

firsttaste@btinternet.com

Working with Older People                                       Appendix - F



Name

Section

Location

Purpose

Contact Name

Contact Address

Contact Tel
Contact Fax

Contact Email
Website

Help the Aged - Church Friends Network

Appendix

London

Help the Aged has over a period of years developed
a network of Church Friends who act as the main
point of contact between the charity and older
people, ensuring that the services Help the Aged is
able to offer can be accessed by older people in
their congregations.  The charity also produces a
special church worship pack to help planning a
special service for older people.

Gill Sargeant (Religious Networks)

207-221 Pentonville Road, London N1 9UZ 

020 7278 1114 X5536
020 7278 1116
gill.sargeant@helptheaged.org.uk
www.helptheaged.org.uk
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National Association for Providers of Activities 
for Older People

Appendix

London

NAPA believes that engagement in activity is
essential to the maintenance of physical and
psychological health and well-being. Its three-year
Growing with Age  project aimed to develop
possibilities for improved community links in care
settings including the encouragement of greater
involvement of local churches in care homes and
sheltered housing. A booklet ‘Creating Links
between Care Settings and Local Faith
Communities’ is now available.

Sylvie Silver (Strategic Director)

NAPA, Bondway Commercial Centre, 5th Floor Unit 
5.12, 71 Bondway, London SW1 8SQ
020 7078 9375
020 7735 9634
info@napa-activities.co.uk
www.napa-activities.net
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National Institute of Adult Continuing Education
(NIACE)

Appendix

National based in Leicester

NIACE, the national organisation for adult learning,
has a broad remit to promote lifelong learning
opportunities. Whilst is not an agency that pays
particular attention to the spiritual needs of older
people, its Older and Bolder initiative which
includes work on learning opportunities for older
people in care settings clearly assists in enriching
the spiritual lives of older people. NIACE is also
involved in a project working with cathedrals to
develop them as centres of adult learning. 

Jim Soulsby 

21 De Montfort Street, Leicester LE1 7GE

0116 204 4200
0116 204 4253
jim.soulsby@niace.org.uk
www.niace.org.uk
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Spirited Scotland
Appendix
National based in Edinburgh

Spirited Scotland is a Scottish Executive funded
programme which works alongside Patient Focus and
Public Involvement and Cultural Competence
programmes. It offers an opportunity for research,
education and development via a programme of work
that includes educational events for NHS Trusts. These
courses ‘Confidence with Spiritual Issues in Health and
Social Care’ are run in the Health Care Trusts and are
aimed at a multi-professional group to enable
participants to develop confidence in responding to
the spiritual needs of clients and patients within the
context of an holistic approach to health and social
care. One of the consequences of the course is that it
identifies people within the Trust who are willing to be
involved in further work related to spiritual issues in
health. Currently, in conjunction with the Centre for
the Study of Spirituality and Health in Aberdeen
University, Spirited Scotland is conducting a research
programme considering the role of the hospital
chaplain in Scottish NHS Trusts. This coincides with
the issuing of a health directive letter in 2002 which
requires Trusts to develop a spiritual care policy. 

2.6, 12 Buccleuch Place, Edinburgh EH8 9LW
0131 650 3892

contact@spiritedscotland.org
www.spiritedscotland.org
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Spirituality and Dementia Special Interest Group

Appendix

Stirling

This Group consists of a mix of professionals in the
dementia care field with an interest in spirituality
and religious people with an interest in work with
people with dementia.  It gives an opportunity of
sharing experiences, facilitating networking to give
support and disseminating news of events, helpful
books and resources.  It meets twice a year at
Stirling Dementia Services Development Centre,
usually with a speaker addressing a relevant topic.
Facilities are currently being set up to enable
continuing contact between members. The Group is
self-supporting and has appointed a convenor of
meetings who liaises with the Group's
administrator.

Donald Meston (convenor)

Chaplaincy Department, Royal Cornhill Hospital,
Cornhill Road, Aberdeen AB25 2ZH
01224 557231

donald@dulridge.co.uk
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